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Profile of Cork City

Cork City has a population of 224,0047

and ambitious growth targets over the next
20 years. It is an emerging international
centre and a national driver of economic and
population growth. Cork City is a diverse city.
It is a twin-university and maritime city with:

. A vibrant city centre

. Thriving neighbourhoods
and urban towns

. A rich hinterland

J A rich range of natural and built
heritage

Cork City has significant potential for
sustainable growth and has the necessary
human, economic and environmental assets
to realise its full potential.

Population

The newest Census, 2022, estimates Ireland’s
population to be 5.01 million??. This is the
first time the national population has risen
above five million since the 1851 census, when
the comparable population was 5.11 million.
This census also puts Cork City’s population
at 224,004 people which is an increase of
6.2% since the last census in 2016. Looking
at the long-term 10-year trend?3, Cork City’s
population has grown by 11.8% in the last two
census periods combined.

In that time, there was:

. Accelerated city centre growth

. Strong growth in urban towns and
their hinterlands

. Growth in the North-West Suburbs
that has stalled in the last Census
Period

. A small decline in the North-East
Suburbs

[26]

Population density radiates from the city
centre, focusing along a north-south line (See
Figure 5.3.1).

Legend
population density
(persons per km?)
(Number)

= <2000

2000 - 4000
=== 4000 - 8000
=== 8000-12000
== >12000

Figure 5.3.1: Population density in the Cork City Area (source: CSO
population density and area size 2022).

Age Distribution and Dependency

In comparison with national age distribution,
Cork City has a lower number of children
under 19. Cork City has an above average
number of young adults in employment age
(20-40 years) and a slightly higher percentage
of those over 80 years. This results in an age
dependency ratio?* of 45.3% - a little less than
half (53.2% nationally).

Areas in the city with a higher share of
people aged between 20-40 years include
the student population around the UCC
area and the city centre.

Mature suburbs have the older population
range (Montenotte, Bishopstown) and
coincide with the lower share of households
with children.
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Figure 5.3.2: The Age distribution of Cork City’s population
compared to the National Distribution.
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Household Composition

Cork City Council has one of the largest shares of households without children in the country
(24.4% vs. 23.1% State), alongside Dublin City Council and Galway City Council. Almost 1in 10
(9.3%) older people (over the age of 65) in Cork City, live alone compared to 8.4% nationally.
Cork City has a higher share of households with unrelated people living in them (9.4% - nearly 10
out of 100) compared to the national average (5.4% - just over 5 out of 100).
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However, the percentage of family households that are single-parent families is significantly
higher in areas like:

. Mayfield - just over a half (53%)
. Farranferris C - half (50%)

. Gurranabraher C - half (50%)

CSO 2022 - Private Household Composition Cork City
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Diversity

21.2% of Cork City’s population was born outside of Ireland compared to 20% nationally. In

the city centre almost half (49.5%) of the population was born outside of Ireland. 15% of those
aged over 15 years in Cork City have non-Irish citizenship with Poland accounting for the highest
number (4,178 people). India accounted for the highest number of non-Irish citizens outside

the EU (2,555 people). Indian, Romanian and Brazilian citizens were the groups which increased
by the biggest numbers since 2016. The number of people recording dual Irish citizenship was
170,597. This reflects a 63% increase from 2016.

47.3% of Irish citizens living in Cork City hold a third-level qualification compared 45.2%
nationally. 60.9% of Cork City residents born outside of Ireland hold a third-level qualification
compared to 53.9% nationally.

Cork City
% of all citizens with higher level education 47.5% 44.9%
% lIrish citizens with higher level education 47.3% 45.2%

% Residents born outside Ireland

(o) O,
with higher level education S0 SRR

Table 5.3.1: The percentage of Irish citizens and residents born outside Ireland aged 15 or over with higher
level education in Cork City and Nationally.

Irish Travellers

Cork City is home to just under 4% of Ireland’s Irish Travellers, with 5.6 members of the Traveller
Community per 1,000 population (6.5 average across Ireland). This equals 1,245 Irish Travellers
living in Cork City out of a total of 32,949 Travellers nationally.

Health and Disability

Eight out of 10 people (81%) in Cork City, o of people ip Cork City

believe their general health is good or better believe their general

than good. This is slightly lower than the 83% o health is good or
better than good.

for the whole state.

There are 52,964 people (24% of the overall
population) in Cork City with some form of
disability. This is slightly higher than the 22%
nationally. Of these, 39% would suggest this
is ‘to a greater extent’ which equates to 9%
(20,465 people) of the total population of
Cork City (compared to 8% nationally).

O of the population
o of Cork City have
o some form of
disability.
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Those with a disability to a greater extent are
most likely to have problems with:

1. Working at a job or business or
attending school or college
- 8,914 people

2. Taking part in other activities,
for example, leisure or sport
- 7,926 people

3. A difficulty with pain, breathing
or any other chronic illness or
condition - 7,055 people

Carers

5.8% of Cork City’s population are carers
(13,102 people) which is the same as the
national average. This is up from 4.3% a
decade ago. The 2022 census showed that
61% of carers are women and 39% are men.

Education and Skills

Cork City residents over the age of 15 are
more likely to have a third-level qualification
(47.5%) compared to the State as a whole
(44.9%). This includes a larger share of
residents with a degree or higher (30%) than
the State as a whole (28%).

However, 21.2% of Cork City residents aged
15 or over have limited formal education (no
education, primary education only, or lower
secondary education only).
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Economic

The South-West?® region to which Cork City
belongs boasts a remarkably high contribution
(25%) to the entire Gross Value Added (GVA)
of the economy?®.

The median?’ income in Cork city and county
combined as of 2022 stood at €42,764, some
2.2% above the national average.
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LABOUR FORCE 2
participation, which

is slightly below the
national figure of 61.2%

855%

of people in Cork
City over the age of
15 are at work.

0]
66%7
MALE LABOUR FORCE

participation rate
remains significantly
higher than the 55%
recorded for females.

8% (o

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

as defined by the
census definitions,
just below 8.3% for
the state.

In terms of the occupational profile of Cork
City’s workforce, the largest group is non-
manual workers (45%). Within that category,
the share of professionals is significantly
higher than the national average (13.5% -
compared to 9.5%).
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Main Type of Employers

As of 2021, there were a total of 39,573 enterprises in the County of Cork including the city.
Most of these enterprises employed fewer than 10 people. These micro-businesses are therefore
extremely important to the economy.

However, larger enterprises employ more people. Some 84,138 people are employed

by 70 larger enterprises. This means the numbers employed in 70 large companies is
more than the combined figures of 61,147 employed in all the 36,602 microbusinesses and
enterprises of 10-19 people.

Many of these larger employers are located in Ringaskiddy just outside the city boundary.
However, they have strong links in terms of supply chains and staff commuting from within
the city boundary.

In between large employers and micro-businesses are medium sized firms which employ
between 20-49 employees. In total, medium firms employ 41,709 across Cork City and County.

Links Between Different Sized Companies

Links between the larger multinational companies and the large, medium, and small and micro
businesses are vital. Improving these links can help spread the benefits of the high profitable
multinational sector throughout the businesses that originated in Ireland. The larger companies
can do this by doing business directly with the smaller ones. They also employ people with
higher incomes that get spent in the region, benefitting local businesses.

Firms Firms Firms Firms Firms Total number of

of g:trzboe:ies employing employing employing employing employing Businesses and
9 under 10 10-19 20-49 50-249 250+ Employees

Number of Businesses

in Cork City & County 36,602 1.591 881 429 70 H573
Number of people
employed in Cork City 61,147 21,163 26,024 41,709 84,138 234,181

& County

Table 5.3.2: Enterprises by size and people employed in Cork City and County. Source: CSO (Business Demography survey (2023).
Data presented is for the year 2021.




Housing

Just over half of households (56.3%)
own their own home (with or without

a mortgage).

Almost 4 out of 10 (38%) of the
83,328 households live in rented

accommodation, significantly higher

than the national average (28%).

Nearly a quarter (24%) rent from a
private landlord (18% nationally).

Social housing represents 14.4%
of households.

New dwelling completions have been
steadily growing in the last census period
(Figure 5.3.4), with an increase in the
number of apartments delivered.
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Figure 5.3.4: Cork City new dwelling completions trend 2012 -
2022 Note: these do not take into account student apartments.
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Deprivation

The latest Pobal Deprivation Index?® uses
some key metrics from the 2022 Census
to assess the extent of deprivation across
the State. It suggests that on average
Cork City is marginally above the national
average in terms of deprivation.

There are 89 Electoral Districts (EDs)
recorded in the Pobal Index for Cork City.

Of these:

13% are considered disadvantaged

5% are considered very
disadvantaged

8% are considered affluent

The 4 EDs considered as
‘very disadvantaged’ are:

 Fair Hill B

* Farranferris B
* Knocknaheeny
* Mayfield

of the population
of Cork City are
considered
affluent.
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Electoral Division

Knocknaheeny
Farranferris B
Fair Hill B
Mayfield
Gurranabraher
Fair Hill A
Churchfield
Fair Hill C
The Glen A

Farranferris C

Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City

Cork City

Local Electoral
Area

Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North
Cork City North

Cork City North

Pobal HP Index
2022 (relative
scores)

-24.18

-20.78

-20.73

-20.03

-19.24

-18.19

-17.87

-17.31

-15.67

-15.44

Deprivation Rank
across all Irish
Electoral Divisions
(Ireland EDs = 3,417)

13

20

21

26

33

40

45

53

79

84

Table 5.3.3: Cork City’s most disadvantaged Electoral Divisions based on the Pobal HP Deprivation Index
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